
 
May 20, 2020 

 

The Honorable Alex M. Azar 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Hubert H. Humphrey Building 
200 Independence Avenue SW 

Washington DC 20201 

Dear Secretary Azar: 

We write today to request that you provide funds from the Public Health and Social Services Emergency 

Fund (PHSSEF) specifically for community health centers (CHCs) in the next funding tranche so that 

they can continue to provide high-quality care to Americans during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

As the safety-net for the U.S. health care system, CHCs provide care for our nation’s most medically 

vulnerable individuals. Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, CHCs, like other providers across the 
country, have experienced a precipitous drop in net revenue. This loss is due to many factors, including 

dramatic drops in regular in-person visits, declines in capacity as growing numbers of CHC workers are 

furloughed or sidelined due to exposure to or infection with COVID-19, and expenses related to providing 

COVID-19 care – this includes acquiring personal protective equipment (PPE), additional cleaning and 

other protective measures and efforts to set up testing capacity. Based on recent data from the National 
Association of Community Health Centers, weekly visits are down by nearly 50%, 12% of staff are 

unable to report to work due to COVID-19 and over 1,800 CHC sites have temporarily closed. 

It is critical that CHCs can continue to serve their communities in the weeks and months ahead to help 
keep at-risk patients safe and lessen the demand on other providers such as hospitals. As primary 

providers for many of our nation’s most medically and economically vulnerable individuals, CHCs 

guarantee access to care regardless of one’s ability to pay, ensuring individuals do not show up at 

emergency rooms unless it is warranted. Further, we expect that in the coming months the demands on the 

health care safety-net will be significantly higher than they were before given the current economic 

downturn. It is critical that CHCs are on solid financial footing in order to meet this surge in demand. 

While Congress has appropriated $2 billion to assist CHCs with the costs associated with COVID-19 – 

including $600 million for testing efforts – this amount only goes so far in covering the losses they are 
incurring. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act (P.L. 116-136) states that 

funds from PHSSEF are to be allocated to health care providers throughout the country, CHCs included. 

Therefore, we request that HHS prioritize funding specific to CHCs in any forthcoming release of funds 

from the PHSSEF so that these essential providers can continue to serve their communities during this 

time and in the months ahead. 
 

Sincerely,  



 

 

Eliot L. Engel 
Member of Congress 

  

           Jackie Walorski, 
          Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Diana DeGette 

Member of Congress 

  

           Brian Fitzpatrick 

          Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Alan Lowenthal     Joe Neguse 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

José E. Serrano     Nydia M. Velázquez 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 
Steve Cohen     Adam Smith 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Alcee L. Hastings    Donald M. Payne, Jr. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Thomas Suozzi     Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Grace F. Napolitano    Tom O'Halleran 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 
Gregory W. Meeks    John P. Sarbanes 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 



Troy Balderson     Gwen Moore 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Sheila Jackson Lee    Adriano Espaillat 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Juan Vargas     Bobby L. Rush 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Raúl M. Grijalva    Danny K. Davis 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Debbie Dingell     Susan Davis 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

David N. Cicilline    Cindy Axne 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Ayanna Pressley    Ted W. Lieu 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

TJ Cox      Katie Porter 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Kathy Castor     Tony Cárdenas 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Jason Crow     John Garamendi 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.    David Trone 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Darren Soto     Tim Ryan 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Jerry McNerney    Michael T. McCaul 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 



Yvette D. Clarke    Debbie Mucarsel-Powell 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

James P. McGovern    Peter King 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Betty McCollum    Albio Sires 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Stephen F. Lynch    Ted Deutch 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Jackie Speier     Joseph P. Kennedy, III 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Grace Meng     Nanette Diaz Barragán 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Eddie Bernice Johnson    Lucille Roybal-Allard 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Sean Patrick Maloney    Marcy Kaptur 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Linda T. Sánchez    Peter Welch 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Joyce Beatty     Ro Khanna 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Peter A. DeFazio    Jerrold Nadler 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Jimmy Panetta     Brenda L. Lawrence 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Anthony Brindisi    André Carson 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 



Al Lawson     Max Rose 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.    Michael F.Q. San Nicolas 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Mark Takano     C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Elise M. Stefanik    Kim Schrier, M.D. 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Josh Gottheimer    J. Luis Correa 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Vicente Gonzalez    Zoe Lofgren 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Cheri Bustos     G. K. Butterfield 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Andy Barr     Dave Loebsack 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Bill Foster     James R. Langevin 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Raja Krishnamoorthi    Sylvia R. Garcia 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Val B. Demings     Carolyn Maloney 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Adrian Smith     Abby Finkenauer 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Cindy Axne     Gus M. Bilirakis 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 



Andy Kim     Haley M. Stevens 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Steve King     Sean Casten 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Jim Cooper     Kathleen M. Rice 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Joaquin Castro     Bonnie Watson Coleman 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Gerald E. Connolly    David Scott 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Lauren Underwood    Brendan F. Boyle 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Dina Titus     Barbara Lee 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Marcia L. Fudge    Lee Zeldin 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

FIlemon Vela     Dwight Evans 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Jamie Raskin     Lori Trahan 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Judy Chu     Bill Posey 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Anthony  G. Brown    Brian Mast 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez   Jared Huffman 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 



David Price     Lisa Blunt Rochester 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Doris Matsui     Bradley S. Schneider 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Abigail Spanberger    Rashida Tlaib 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Antonio Delgado    Donna Shalala 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Harley Rouda     Al Green 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Chrissy Houlahan    John Yarmuth 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Daniel W. Lipinski    Hal Rogers 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Henry Cuellar     Rodney Davis 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Jahana Hayes      Chris Pappas 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

K. Michael Conoway     Pramila Jayapal 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Paul D. Tonko      Robin Kelly 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Robin Kelly      Don Young 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Seth Moulton     Will Hurd 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 



Frederica S. Wilson    Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 
 

 

Jan Schawosky     Mary Gay Scanlon 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 
 

Veronica Escobar    Angie Craig 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Sharice L. Davids    Scott Peters 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 


